STATUTES AT LARGE

said person or persons, whether it be desired to change the name of
such child or children or not, shall be authorized to file his or their
petition in the court of common pleas for the county in which he, she
or they may reside and thereupon the court, upon an examination
into the merits of the said petition, either in open court or upon ref-
erence, shall be authorized to grant the prayer thereof, upon such
terms as may to the court seem proper; and, thereupon the name of
the said child or children shall be changed, if so provided in the de-
cree of said court, and such child or children shall be entitled to in-
herit from the said petitioner or petitioners as his, her or their lawful
child or children; Provided, that before any hearing shall be had on
said petition, the child or children so sought to be adopted, and whose
name or names are sought to be changed, shall be served with a copy
of said petition, and guardian ad litem for such child or children shall
be appointed as in other civil actions; ,Provided, Further, That when-
ever the child or children, whose adoption may be desired by any
person or persons in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this
section, is or are an inmate or inmates of any orphan house within
this State, then the petition for the adoption of such child or children
hereinbefore required may be filed, and all other proceedings in ref-
erence thereto had in the court of common pleas for the county in
which such orphan house is situated, with like force and effect in
every respect as if such petition had been filed and such proceedings
had in the court of common pleas for the county in which petitioner
or petitioners may reside; provided, that no person in this State shall
adopt an illegitimate child unless the father and mother of such child,
if both were unmarried at the time of its birth, could have lawfully
contracted matrimony under the Constitution and laws of this State,
nor when the person seeking to adopt an illegitimate child has, at the
time of filing the petition, either a lawful wife or child, unless the
wife is the mother of such illegitimate child, or unless the wife file
her written consent to said adoption in the office of the clerk of court
of the county wherein said petition is filed; provided, further, that
no person who adopts an illegitimate child shall give to such child,
by deed, will, or otherwise, any greater portion of his estate than is
now allowed by law, unless such person has no lawful wife or issue
living at the time of his death; nor shall such illegitimate child in-
herit, in case of intestacy, from the adopted parent in a greater por-
tion of his estate than may be given to such child by deed or will when
such intestate leaves a widow or lawful issue surviving him: Pro-
vided, further, that where the custody of any child is given to any
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